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prevent the extension of slavery. And there were
those in the South who defended slavery so
fiercely that they were prepared to see the Union
cease, if by so doing they could preserve slavery
and if possible extend it.

To these extreme people, in North and South,
the Compromise of 1850 was a betrayal or a dis-
honour or an injury. But Clay and Webster had
finally carried the Compromise. It looked as if
once more the critical issue which might have
divided the Union had been averted by com-'
promise. For a time there was tranquillity in
Washington, just as in Springfield there was
tranquillity for Lincoln. There was peace for the
nation. As Professor S. E. Morison has put it in
his History of the United States: 'Once more
the Union was preserved by the same spirit of
compromise that created it; but for the last
time/
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